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A household for our triune God,
where each member shines forth His holy, life-giving presence.

THE LORD’S DAY OF SEPTEMBER 25,
THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2016
9.30 AM

“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Habakkuk 2:20)

WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD
Welcome
Preparatory Devotional & Prayer
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand.
Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).
Congregational readings are in bold.

GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
The Greeting of God
The Call to Worship: Psalm 117:1-2
1 Praise the LORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
2 For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Praise the LORD!
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 731, “Doxology”
*Opening Prayer
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 7, “From All That Dwell below the Skies”
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW
Reading of the Law: Leviticus 19:15, 16
15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to
the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go
around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the
life of your neighbor: I am the LORD.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW
Silent Prayer of Confession
Confession of Sin (Unison):
Our Father in heaven,
you have called us to love our neighbors,
and act justly toward them.
Yet we have hurt those made in your image
by slander,
unjust opposition,
and oppression.
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Cleanse us, Father,
from the many ways we have treated others unjustly.
Through Jesus our Lord,
who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)
and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15),
forgive our many sins.
Amen.
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL
Reading of the Gospel: 1 John 4:9-10
9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Based on Calvin’s Institutes II:XVI:19
Almighty God,
we are greatly sinful and unable to save ourselves.
But we trust in the Savior you have graciously given—Jesus Christ our Lord.
We trust in Christ’s obedience for our righteousness,
his death for our release from the Law’s curse,
his resurrection for our immortality,
his ascension for our reconciliation with you,
his rule for our final victory and peace.
We trust in Christ alone for salvation.
Amen.
Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 2:14-15
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery.
WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL
*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 56, “When All Your Mercies, O My God”
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD
Reading of the Word of God: Romans 4:1-25
1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.5 And to the one who does not work
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but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God
counts righteousness apart from works:
7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”
9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For
we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it
counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after,
but before he was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of
the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose
was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that
righteousness would be counted to them as well,12 and to make him the father of the
circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of
the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.
13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if
it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.
16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also
to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the
father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 He did
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead
(since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. 20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was
able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as
righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his
sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who
raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and
raised for our justification.
Prayer for Understanding
Preaching of the Word of God:
“Justification by Faith Alone: Relic or Reality?”—Tan Huai Tze
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 523, “My Hope Is in the Lord”
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A Prayer of Response
Thanksgiving
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church
The Republic of Singapore
The Holy Church of Jesus Christ
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:19-13
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
The Offering
*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
+universal
the holy catholic+ Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 576, “Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve”
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS
*Benediction
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