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A household for our triune God,
where each member shines forth His holy, life-giving presence.

THE LORD’S DAY OF DECEMBER 25,
THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2016
9.30 AM

“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Habakkuk 2:20)

WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD

Welcome
Preparatory Devotional & Prayer
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand.
Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).
Congregational readings are in bold.

GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
The Greeting of God
The Call to Worship: Psalm 98:1-3
1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2 The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 731, “Doxology”
*Opening Prayer
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 203, “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW
Reading of the Law: Exodus 20:7
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW
Silent Prayer of Confession
Confession of Sin (Unison):
Almighty God, our great King and Father,
you call us to sanctify your name with our entire lives.
But we have taken your name in vain.
We have held your Word lightly,
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spoken it carelessly,
and received it with little intention to obey.
We have broken our promises to you,
misused your good gifts to us,
and misrepresented you before the world by not loving our neighbors.
Lord, sanctify your name through us,
in all that we do and say.
Forgive our sins through Christ Jesus
who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)
and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15).
Amen.
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL
Reading of the Gospel: 2 Corinthians 5:14-15
14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has
died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might
no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism
I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Father in eternity and also
truly man, born of the Virgin Mary. He is my Lord! He redeemed me, a lost
and condemned person, bought and won me from all sins, death and the
authority of the Devil. It did not cost Him gold or silver, but His holy,
precious blood, His innocent body—His death! Because of this, I am His
very own, will live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him righteously,
innocently and blessedly forever, just as He is risen from death, lives and
reigns forever.
Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 5:7-9
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries
and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because
of his reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all
who obey him.
WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL
*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 467, “Wonderful Grace of Jesus”
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD
Reading of the Word of God: John 1:1-18
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and
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without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life,[a] and the life
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. 11 He came to his own,[b] and his own people[c] did not receive him. 12 But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God,13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh
nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son[d] from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace.[e] 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only
God,[f] who is at the Father's side,[g] he has made him known.
Prayer for Understanding
Preaching of the Word of God:
“God Reveals Himself”—Pastor Tan Huai Tze
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 195, “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS
*Closing Prayer
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