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“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
(Habakkuk 2:20)
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WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD 

Welcome 

Preparatory Devotional & Prayer 
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand. 

Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
Congregational readings are in bold. 

 
GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE 

The Greeting of God 

The Call to Worship: Psalm 107:1:  
1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS 

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 731, “Doxology” 

*Opening Prayer   

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 4, “All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above” 

 
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW 

Reading of the Law: Matthew 5:21-26:   
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; 
and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; 
whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 
‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23 So if you are offering your 
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Come to 
terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest 
your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you 
have paid the last penny. 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW 

Silent Prayer of Confession 

Confession of Sin (Unison): 
Our heavenly Father,   
 we have sinned against you by our wicked anger. 
Too often, our anger has not come from righteousness  
 but selfishness. 
We have become angry because our desires are hindered  
 and our pride hurt.   
By our sinful anger, 
 we have injured those made in your image (cf. Jas 3:9)  
 and grieved your Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30).   
Grant us freedom from our anger. 
Grant us to be reconciled with those whom we have grieved. 
Cause us to be makers of peace (Mt 5:9).    
Through Jesus our Lord, 
 who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)  
 and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15), 
  forgive our many sins.           
Amen.  

 
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL 

Reading of the Gospel: 1 John 1:7-9:  
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If 
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Confession of the Gospel (Unison):  
I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Father in eternity 
and also truly man, born of the Virgin Mary.  He is my Lord!  He 
redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, bought and won me 
from all sins, death and the authority of the Devil.  It did not cost 
Him gold or silver, but His holy, precious blood, His innocent 
body—His death!  Because of this, I am His very own, will live 
under Him in His kingdom and serve Him righteously, innocently 
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and blessedly forever, just as He is risen from death, lives and 
reigns forever.   

(Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism) 

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 9:12-14:  
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood 
of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an 
eternal redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify 
our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 
WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 246, “Man of Sorrows!  What a Name” 

 
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD 

Reading of the Word of God: James 2:1-20:   
1My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of glory.  2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing 
also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine 
clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor 
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4have you not 
then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts?  5Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who 
are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which 
he has promised to those who love him?  6But you have dishonored the 
poor man.  Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who 
drag you into court?  7Are they not the ones who blaspheme the 
honorable name by which you were called?  

8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.  9But if you show 
partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors.  10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it.  11For he who said, “Do not commit 
adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.”  If you do not commit adultery but 
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do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12So speak and so 
act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty.  13For judgment 
is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy.  Mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works?  Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for 
the body, what good is that?  17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.”  Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works.  19 You believe that God is one; you do well.  Even the demons 
believe⎯and shudder!  20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless?   

Preaching of the Word of God: “Faith that does not save”—Erry Gunawan 

*Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 537: “Take Time to Be Holy” 

Prayer of Response 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:19-13 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Offering 

*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
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 from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
 the holy catholic+ Church;     +universal 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body;  
 and the life everlasting. 
   Amen. 

*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 330, “Holy Ghost, Dispel Our Sadness” 

 
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS 

*Benediction 


