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A household for our triune God,
where each member shines forth His holy, life-giving presence.

THE LORD’S DAY OF MAY 14,
THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2017
9.30 AM

“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Habakkuk 2:20)

WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD
Welcome
Preparatory Devotional & Prayer
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand.
Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).
Congregational readings are in bold.

GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
The Greeting of God
The Call to Worship: Psalm 136:1-3
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.
2 Give thanks to the God of gods,
for his steadfast love endures forever.
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for his steadfast love endures forever;
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 731, “Doxology”
*Opening Prayer
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 3, “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW
Reading of the Law: Matthew 5:17-20
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of
the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW
Silent Prayer of Confession
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Confession of Sin (Unison):
Our heavenly Father,
your Law is holy, righteous, and good (Rom 7:12).
But our hearts are stubborn and hard.
We have despised your Law,
avoided its claim over our lives,
and rejected its commands.
We turn from our sins
and cast ourselves upon you for mercy.
Have mercy on us, Lord, for this great sin
and all sins that flow from it.
Grant us in Christ the righteousness that we do not have.
Grant us through Christ new love for your Law.
Through Christ our Lord,
who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)
and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15),
forgive our many sins.
Amen.
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL
Reading of the Gospel: 1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.
Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism
I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Father in eternity and also
truly man, born of the Virgin Mary. He is my Lord! He redeemed me, a lost
and condemned person, bought and won me from all sins, death and the
authority of the Devil. It did not cost Him gold or silver, but His holy,
precious blood, His innocent body—His death! Because of this, I am His
very own, will live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him righteously,
innocently and blessedly forever, just as He is risen from death, lives and
reigns forever.
Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 9:12-14
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
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WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL
*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 146: “Break Thou the Bread of Life”
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD
Reading of the Word of God: Ruth 3
1Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My daughter, should I not seek rest
for you, that it may be well with you? 2 Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young
women you were? See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. 3 Wash
therefore and anoint yourself, and put on your cloak and go down to the threshing
floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and
drinking. 4 But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies. Then go and
uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.” 5 And she replied,
“All that you say I will do.”
6 So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had
commanded her. 7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry,
he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then she came softly and
uncovered his feet and lay down. 8 At midnight the man was startled and turned
over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! 9 He said, “Who are you?” And she
answered, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you
are a redeemer.” 10 And he said, “May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter.
You have made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone
after young men, whether poor or rich. 11 And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will
do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy
woman. 12 And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer
than I. 13 Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him
do it. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem
you. Lie down until the morning.”
14 So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize
another. And he said, “Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing
floor.” 15 And he said, “Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it out.” So she
held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. Then she
went into the city. 16 And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said, “How did
you fare, my daughter?” Then she told her all that the man had done for her,
17 saying, “These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You must
not go back empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’” 18 She replied, “Wait, my
daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will
settle the matter today.”
Preaching of the Word of God: “Ruth Chapter 3”—Deacon Moses Tang
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THE LORD’S TABLE
Hymn of Preparation: Trinity Hymnal 132, “O Rejoice in the Lord”
Prayer of Preparation
Partaking of the Lord’s Table
*Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 508: “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”
Prayer of Response
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:19-13
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
The Offering
*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
+universal
the holy catholic+ Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 300: “Blessing and Honor and Glory and Power”
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS
*Benediction
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