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“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
(Habakkuk 2:20) 
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WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD 

Welcome 

Preparatory Devotional & Prayer 
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand. 

Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
Congregational readings are in bold. 

 
GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE 

The Greeting of God 

The Call to Worship: Psalm 98:1-3 
1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 
    for he has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm 
    have worked salvation for him.   
2 The LORD has made known his salvation; 
    he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.   
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel.   
All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the salvation of our God. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS 

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 731, “Doxology” 

*Opening Prayer   

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 2, “O Worship the King” 

 
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW 

Reading of the Law: Matthew 5:27-30 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your 
whole body be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it 
off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that 
your whole body go into hell. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW 

Silent Prayer of Confession 
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Confession of Sin (Unison): 

Heavenly Father,  
 you have called us to holiness (1 Thess 4:3),  
 and to use our bodies as instruments of righteousness (Rom 6:13). 
Yet we have cherished our sins 
 and given our hearts to adultery and all kinds of impurity. 
Father, forgive us for grieving your Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30). 
Have mercy on us for offending you in this way.  
Purify our hearts, Father, 
 and grant us to love you 
 and to delight in your commandments with all our hearts. 
Through Jesus our Lord, 
 who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)  
 and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15), 
  forgive our many sins.           
Amen. 

 
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL 

Reading of the Gospel: 1 John 2:1-2 
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 

Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism 
I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Father in eternity and also 
truly man, born of the Virgin Mary.  He is my Lord!  He redeemed me, a lost 
and condemned person, bought and won me from all sins, death and the 
authority of the Devil.  It did not cost Him gold or silver, but His holy, 
precious blood, His innocent body—His death!  Because of this, I am His 
very own, will live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him righteously, 
innocently and blessedly forever, just as He is risen from death, lives and 
reigns forever.   

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 9:12-14 
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
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WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 246: “Man of Sorrows! What a Name” 

 
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD 

Reading of the Word of God: James 3:1-12  
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness.  2 For we all stumble in many ways.  
And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to 
bridle his whole body.  3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey 
us, we guide their whole bodies as well.  4 Look at the ships also: though they are so 
large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder 
wherever the will of the pilot directs.  5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it 
boasts of great things. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  6 And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of unrighteousness.  The tongue is set among our members, staining the 
whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.  7 For 
every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue.  It is a restless evil, 
full of deadly poison.  9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
people who are made in the likeness of God.  10 From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing.  My brothers, these things ought not to be so.  11 Does a spring 
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water?  12 Can a fig tree, my 
brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs?  Neither can a salt pond yield 
fresh water. 

Prayer for Understanding 

Preaching of the Word of God:  
“The Tongue (2): A Wild Fire That Must Be Controlled”—Elder Erry Gunawan 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 493, “ We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought” 

A Prayer of Response 
Thanksgiving 
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church 
The Republic of Singapore 
The Holy Church of Jesus Christ 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:9-13 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Offering 

*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
 the holy catholic+ Church;     +universal 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body;  
 and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 590: “Jesus, Master, Whose I Am” 

 
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS 

*Benediction 


