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A household for our triune God,
where each member shines forth His holy, life-giving presence.

THE LORD’S DAY OF SEPTEMBER 23,
THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2018
9.15 AM

“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Habakkuk 2:20)

WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD
Welcome
Preparatory Devotional & Prayer
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand.
Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).
Congregational readings are in bold.

GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
The Greeting of God
The Call to Worship: Psalm 103:1-5
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
3 who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5 who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 731, “Doxology”
*Opening Prayer
*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 78, “ O Bless the Lord, My Soul”
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW
Reading of the Law: Leviticus 19:9-10
9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to
its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you shall
not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your
vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am
the LORD your God.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW
Silent Prayer of Confession
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Confession of Sin (Unison):
Heavenly Father,
you have poured out mercy and loving-kindness upon us.
Yet we so quickly forget your kindness.
Our hearts are cold.
We do not care as we ought for the poor,
the lonely,
the friendless,
the strangers amongst us.
Father, renew our hearts by your Holy Spirit.
Fill our hearts with your love (Rom 5:5).
Through Jesus our Lord,
who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)
and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15),
forgive our many sins.
Amen.
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL
Reading of the Gospel: Hebrews 9:12-14
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Based on Calvin’s Institutes II:XVI:19
Almighty God,
we are greatly sinful and unable to save ourselves.
But we trust in the Savior you have graciously given—Jesus Christ our Lord.
We trust in Christ’s obedience for our righteousness,
his death for our release from the Law’s curse,
his resurrection for our immortality,
his ascension for our reconciliation with you,
his rule for our final victory and peace.
We trust in Christ alone for salvation. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 2:14-15
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery.
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WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL
*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 253, “ There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD
Reading of the Word of God: Esther 1
1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia
over provinces, 2 in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa,
the capital, 3 in the third year of his reign he gave a feast for all his officials and
servants. The army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the
provinces were before him, 4 while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the
splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 days. 5 And when these
days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa, the citadel,
both great and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the
king's palace. 6 There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened with
cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also couches of
gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and
precious stones. 7 Drinks were served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds,
and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. 8 And drinking
was according to this edict: "There is no compulsion." For the king had given orders
to all the staff of his palace to do as each man desired. 9 Queen Vashti also gave a
feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King Ahasuerus. 10 On the
seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven
eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring Queen Vashti
before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes
her beauty, for she was lovely to look at. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at
the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king became enraged, and
his anger burned within him. 13 Then the king said to the wise men who knew the
times (for this was the king's procedure toward all who were versed in law and
judgment, 14 the men next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish,
Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw the
king's face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15 "According to the law, what is to be
done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of King
Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?" 16 Then Memucan said in the presence of the
king and the officials, "Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but
also against all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen's behavior will be made known to all women, causing
them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, 'King Ahasuerus
commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.' 18 This
very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen's
behavior will say the same to all the king's officials, and there will be contempt and
wrath in plenty. 19 If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it
4

be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be
repealed, that Vashti is never again to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the
king give her royal position to another who is better than she. 20 So when the decree
made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, all women
will give honor to their husbands, high and low alike." 21 This advice pleased the
king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. 22 He sent letters to
all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its
own language, that every man be master in his own household and speak according
to the language of his people.
Prayer for Understanding
Preaching of the Word of God:
“Three Feasts and a Divorce” — Pastor Linus Chua
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 676, “Day by Day and with Each Passing Moment”
A Prayer of Response
Thanksgiving
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church
The Republic of Singapore
The Holy Church of Jesus Christ
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
The Offering
*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit;
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the holy catholic+ Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

+universal

*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 85, “ The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS
*Benediction
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