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“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
(Habakkuk 2:20) 
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WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD 

Welcome 

Preparatory Devotional & Prayer 
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand. 

Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
Congregational readings are in bold. 

 
GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE 

The Greeting of God 

The Call to Worship: Psalm 72:18-19 
18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
    who alone does wondrous things. 
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
    may the whole earth be filled with his glory! 
Amen and Amen! 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS 

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 735, “Gloria Patri” 

*Opening Prayer   

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 76, “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 

 
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW 

Reading of the Law: Matthew 5:33-37 
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do 
not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the 
earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white 
or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes 
from evil. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW 

Silent Prayer of Confession 

Confession of Sin (Unison) 
Our heavenly Father,  
 you have called us to be people of truth 
 and keepers of our words.   
But we have not always kept our words. 
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We have broken our vows to you 
 and our promises to others.   
We have taken your holy Name in vain 
 and offended you. 
Help us to be people of truth in all our dealings.   
Purify our hearts, Father: 
 grant us to love you 
 and to delight in your commandments  
  in the depths of our spirits. 
Through Jesus our Lord, 
 who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)  
 and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15), 
  forgive our many sins.           
Amen.  

 
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL 

Reading of the Gospel: 1 John 4:9-10 
9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism 
I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Father in eternity and also 
truly man, born of the Virgin Mary.  He is my Lord!  He redeemed me, a lost 
and condemned person, bought and won me from all sins, death and the 
authority of the Devil.  It did not cost Him gold or silver, but His holy, 
precious blood, His innocent body—His death!  Because of this, I am His 
very own, will live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him righteously, 
innocently and blessedly forever, just as He is risen from death, lives and 
reigns forever.   

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 9:12-14 
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  
13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 
WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 310, “Rejoice, the Lord is King ” 
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GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD 

Reading of the Word of God: Nehemiah 1:1-2:8 
1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. 
It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan 

the citadel, 2 that Hanani one of my brethren came with men from Judah; and I 
asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the captivity, 
and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The survivors who are left from 
the captivity in the province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of 
Jerusalem is also broken down, and its gates are burned with fire.” 

4 So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for 
many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 

5 And I said: “I pray, LORD God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who 
keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe Your 
commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You 
may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night, 
for the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of 
Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and I have sinned. 
7 We have acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, 
the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses. 
8 Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If 
you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations; 9 but if you return to Me, 
and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast out to 
the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from there, and bring them to 
the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.’ 10 Now these are Your 
servants and Your people, whom You have redeemed by Your great power, and by 
Your strong hand. 11 O Lord, I pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of 
Your servant, and to the prayer of Your servants who desire to fear Your name; and 
let Your servant prosper this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man.” 

For I was the king’s cupbearer. 
2 And it came to pass in the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King 

Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, that I took the wine and gave it to the king. 
Now I had never been sad in his presence before. 2 Therefore the king said to me, 
“Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart.” 

So I became dreadfully afraid, 3 and said to the king, “May the king live forever! 
Why should my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies 
waste, and its gates are burned with fire?” 

4 Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” 
So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, 

and if your servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, 
to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.” 

6 Then the king said to me (the queen also sitting beside him), “How long will 
your journey be? And when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me; and 
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I set him a time. 
7 Furthermore I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me 

for the governors of the region beyond the River, that they must permit me to pass 
through till I come to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, 
that he must give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel which 
pertains to the temple, for the city wall, and for the house that I will occupy.” And 
the king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me. 

Prayer for Understanding 

Preaching of the Word of God:  
“Elders and Deacons: Our servant leaders ”—Elder Keng Ho 

Ordination of Elder and Deacon 

Prayer and the laying on of the hands 

                           WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 353, “I Love Thy kingdom Lord” 

A Prayer of Response 
Thanksgiving 
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church 
The Republic of Singapore 
The Holy Church of Jesus Christ 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:9-13 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Offering 

*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
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 the holy catholic+ Church;     +universal 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body;  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 347, “The Church’s One Foundation” 

 
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS 

*Benediction 
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ORDINATION VOWS 
 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as originally given, to be 
the inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of this 
Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do you 
further promise that if at any time you find yourself out of accord with any of the 
fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own initiative, make known to 
your Session the change which has taken place in your views since the assumption of this 
ordination vow? 

3. Do you approve of the form of government and discipline of the Providence Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, in conformity with the general principles of biblical polity? 

4. Do you accept the office of ruling elder (or deacon, as the case may be) in this church, 
and promise faithfully to perform all the duties thereof, and to endeavour by the grace of 
God to adorn the profession of the Gospel in your life, and to set a worthy example 
before the Church of which God has made you an officer? 

5. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord? 

6. Do you promise to strive for the purity, peace, unity and edification of the Church? 

 

Question addressed to the members of the church: 

Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge and receive this brother as a ruling elder (or 
deacon), and do you promise to yield him all that honour, encouragement and obedience in the 
Lord to which his office, according to the Word of God and the Constitution of this Church, 
entitles him? 


