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“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
(Habakkuk 2:20) 
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WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD 

Welcome 

Preparatory Devotional & Prayer 
Asterisks (*) denote portions for congregation to stand. 

Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 
Congregational readings are in bold. 

 
GOD SUMMONS US INTO HIS PRESENCE 

The Greeting of God 

The Call to Worship: Psalm 107:1-3 
1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
 whom he has redeemed from trouble  
3 and gathered in from the lands, 
 from the east and from the west, 
 from the north and from the south. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S SUMMONS 

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 735, “Gloria Patri” 

*Opening Prayer   

*Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 2, “O Worship the King” 

 
GOD DECLARES HIS LAW 

Reading of the Law: Leviticus 19:4 
4 Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the 
LORD your God. 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LAW 

Silent Prayer of Confession 

Confession of Sin (Unison): 
Heavenly Father,  
 you are the King of the heavens and the earth 
  and you offer us life in yourself. 
Yet we have sought life in idols. 
We have bowed to false gods that cannot save (Jer 11:12). 
Have mercy on us, Father. 
Purify our hearts by your Holy Spirit.  



	 3	

Grant us freedom from idols 
 and a greater love for you. 
Through Jesus our Lord, 
 who died for sinners (Rom 5:6)  
 and fulfilled all righteousness (Mt 3:15), 
  forgive our many sins.           
Amen. 

 
GOD DECLARES HIS GOSPEL 

Reading of the Gospel: 1 Timothy 2:5-6 
5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time. 

Confession of the Gospel (Unison): Adapted from Calvin’s Institutes II:XVI:19 
Almighty God,  
 we are greatly sinful and unable to save ourselves.   
But we trust in the Savior you have graciously given—Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We trust in Christ’s obedience for our righteousness, 
 his death for our release from the Law’s curse, 
 his resurrection for our immortality, 
 his ascension for our reconciliation with you, 
 his rule for our final victory and peace.  
We trust in Christ alone for salvation.   
Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon: Hebrews 2:14-15 
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. 

 
WE RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving: Trinity Hymnal 310, “Rejoice, the Lord is King” 

 
GOD TEACHES US HIS WORD 

Reading of the Word of God: Colossians 2:8-23   
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, 

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and 
not according to Christ.  9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and 
you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.  11 In him also 
you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 
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body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful 
working of God, who raised him from the dead.  13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 
having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands.  This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  15 He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him.  

16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or 
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.  17 These are a shadow of the 
things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.  18 Let no one disqualify you, 
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, 
puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, 
from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and 
ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.  

20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were 
still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not 
taste, Do not touch” 22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—
according to human precepts and teachings?  23 These have indeed an appearance of 
wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but 
they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. 

Prayer for Understanding 

Preaching of the Word of God:  
“How to escape a hostage situation”—Pastor Ivan Chow 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Hymn of Response: Trinity Hymnal 507: “Out of My Bondage, Sorrow and Night” 

A Prayer of Response 
Thanksgiving 
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church 
The Republic of Singapore 
The Holy Church of Jesus Christ 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:9-13 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 

The Offering 
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*The Confession of Faith (Unison): The Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
 the holy catholic+ Church;     +universal 
 the communion of saints; 
 the forgiveness of sins; 
 the resurrection of the body;  
 and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

*Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 355, “We are God’s People” 

 
GOD DISMISSES US WITH HIS BLESSINGS 

*Benediction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


