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Sermon Outline  
WHAT IS MAN? Genesis 1:26 – 2:25 

 
Introduction 
i) Psalm 8:4, “what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?”   

ii) Plato: three aspects of man’s nature (vegetative, appetitive and rational). 

iii) Aristotle: all the 3 aspects plus a purpose of life which is an earthly pleasure or happiness 
that can be achieved via reason and the acquisition of virtue.   

iv) But is that what it means by “being human”?  Do we only exist in this world to be happy 
and then die?   

v) Ecclesiastes 3:19-20, “For what happens to the children of man and what happens to the beasts is the 
same; as one dies, so dies the other.  They all have the same breath, and man has no advantage over the 
beasts, for all is vanity.  All go to one place.  All are from the dust, and to dust all return.”   

vi) We must turn to the Bible to find a fully satisfying analysis of what man is because the 
Bible is the Word of the Creator of man.   

 
1. Man is a unique creation of God.   

i) Genesis 1:27, “in the image of God.”   

ii) Genesis 2:7, “and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 
creature.”   

iii) In John 20:22, “And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit.’” 

iv) Verse 7 is telling us that God breathes life⎯physical, mental, and spiritual⎯into the 
man to bear his image.   

v) Man’s moral or spiritual being is a point of departure from material and animal 
creation. 

vi) Ephesians 4:24, “created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”   

vii) In the image of God means: resembling God in His moral nature or His 
communicable attributes.   

viii) Psalm 8:5-6, “Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with 
glory and honour.  You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all 
things under his feet.”   

ix) 1 Corinthians 6:2-3, “Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if the world is 
to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?  Do you not know that we are to judge 
angels?  How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!”  

x) When we say that man is created in the image of God, we are not saying merely that 
he resembles God in His communicable attributes.  We are saying also that God 
breathed into man a high and glorious purpose.   

 
2. Man’s purpose is to be God’s representative in this world.   

i) As images of God, we represent God in this world.   
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ii) But because of sin, we have become bad rulers and have distorted the very nature of 
God’s character in this world.  

iii) But even after sin, there is still God’s image in man.  Genesis 9:6, “Whoever sheds the 
blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image.”   

iv) Only through Jesus Christ’s substitutionary atonement and Resurrection mankind can 
be forgiven, transformed and conformed to the pure image of Christ, and received 
this high honour of being God’s true representative in this world once again.  2 Cor 
5:20, “we [i.e., the redeemed] are ambassadors for Christ.”   

 
3. Man’s purpose is to work and care for God’s good kingdom.   

i) Work is not a part of the curse, but work is a part of man’s calling⎯part of what it 
means to be created in the image of God.   

ii) John 5:17, “My Father is working until now, and I am working.”   

iii) Man’s work was to be meaningful and constructive as God’s work is constructive and 
produces good results (Genesis 1:31).  

iv) The consequence of the curse is that work lost its ultimate significance and meaning. 

v) Ecclesiastes 2:11, “Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had expended in 
doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, and there was nothing to be gained 
under the sun.”   

vi) Ecclesiastes 2:18, “I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 
the man who will come after me.”   

vii) Solomon is not happy with his work because the fruit of his work is not lasting.   

viii) 1 Corinthians 15:58, “be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.”   

ix) Only our (i.e. the redeemed’s) labour for the Lord is not in vain.   

x) Revelation 14:13, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.  Indeed, declares the 
Spirit, they are blessed because they shall rest from their labours and their works follow with them.”   

xi) The good news of the gospel: All our work becomes holy unto the Lord when it is 
dedicated to Him and done for Him.   

xii) Applications: 
• Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward.  You are serving the 
Lord Christ.”   

• Works are not just ways to make money, increase our wealth, getting status and 
recognition by men⎯for self-gain.   

• But as godly process, the way we bear the image of God and to glorify Him.   

• Our work must be constructive, building up this world rather than destroying it.  
We are called to work and care for the world and our works will follow us to 
eternity.   
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• We are steward now because we expect to continue in the same role for eternity.  
Caring for the earth (although it will definitely perish) now is an act of witness to 
the coming of the new earth and new heaven.   

• If God has to continually working and safeguarding his good creation, so are we, 
His image bearer.  Every problem that comes to our lives is not something meant 
to destroy us, but as something meant to achieve the purpose of which we are 
created in the image of God.  Our God is a creative problem solver, so we are as 
the redeemed in the Lord. 

 
4. Man is created to worship and to have personal relationship with God and others.   

i) Like God (the Trinity), we are meant to be in community, in relationships.   

ii) We have not only been created for a personal relationship with God, but also for 
relationship with others (Genesis 2:18).   

iii) 1 Corinthians 11:3, “But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head 
of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.”   

iv) The marital relationship serves as a living model of the Lord God’s (as husband) 
dominion over mankind (as wife) and mankind’s submission to the Lord our God. 

v) Worship in submission to God is the key evidence of the spiritual quality of the 
human race.  It is the distinguishing feature of human race as the one and only earthly 
species aware of God and with the innate desire and capacity for a relationship with 
God.   

vi) Ephesians 5:31-32, “‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh.’  This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to 
Christ and the church.”   

vii) Christians’ relationship among one another is a living model of our relationship with 
our God.   

viii) 1 John 4:20, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God who he has not seen.”   

ix) 1 John 4:8 says that “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 

x) Westminster Shorter Catechism: “Man’s chief end [i.e., highest purpose] is to glorify God, 
and to enjoy him forever.”   

xi) Thomas Watson: To glorify God consists in four things: (1) Appreciation when we 
set God highest in our thoughts; (2) Subjection when we dedicate ourselves to God 
and stand ready for his service; (3) Affection when we love God with all our heart 
and with all our soul; and (4) Adoration or Worship.   

xii) Psalm 29:2, “Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor 
of holiness.”   

xiii) To enjoy God forever.  1 John 1:3, “our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.”   

xiv) Psalm 139:14, “I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; 
my soul knows it very well.”  


