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SERMON NOTES 
 
PARADISE LOST (1): TEMPTATION AND THE FALL Genesis 3:1-8 
 
Introduction 
 
1. Temptation.   

a. Man is created with moral accountability to God (Gen 2:16-17).  
 
b. The source of temptation or the tempter.   

• An evil spirit under the form of a serpent.   
• Rev 12:9, “And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the 

devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world.”   
 
c. Satan’s subtle strategy.   

(i) He excites the woman’s curiosity: a speaking serpent.  
(ii) He raises a suspicion of God: “Did God actually say.”   
(iii) He proceeds to inject a threefold doubt of God’s character.   

• The doubt of God’s goodness, by reason of the restriction: “You shall not eat of 
any tree in the garden.”   

• The doubt of God’s righteousness as lawgiver and judge: “You will not surely 
die.”  Accuses God to be a liar.   

• The doubt of His holiness: “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  Satan suggests that God 
can’t stand anybody like Him.  God is envious, selfish and self-protective.   
− This is Satan own personal temptation: “I [i.e., Satan] will ascend above the 

heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.  But you are brought 
down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit” (Isa 14:14,15).  

− It is true that God has no equal: “To whom then will you compare me, that I 
should be like him? says the Holy One” (Isa 40:25).   

− The irony: Adam and Eve are already like God since they have been 
made in the image of God.  

− Satan’s strategy is always to use none obvious thing to confuse his 
victims.   

− He uses Scripture to tempt our Lord: “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and 
‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.” 
(Mat 4:6).  

(iv) He incites the woman to unbelief.   
• Satan proposes to the woman’s will more freedom and to her 

understanding more knowledge that God sees fit at first to grant.  It is a 
deadly half-truth.  

• God admitted it in verse 22: “Behold, the man has become like one of us in 
knowing good and evil.”   

• But Satan did not tell her the implication of it.  
• Borrowing John MacArthur’s illustration: God knows good and evil like a 

brilliant cancer surgeon knows cancer inside-out.  God knows good and 
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evil outside of Himself.  But the woman knows good and evil like a cancer 
patient knows it.  She knows good and evil inside of herself, as a victim, not 
as a physician.   

 
 
2. Sin and The Fall.   

a. Her life purpose has changed: from God’s intended purpose (to glorify Him) to self-
fulfillment (happiness – hedonism).   

 
b. The process of sinning: “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 

desire.  Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings 
forth death” (James 1:14,15).  

 
c. Three carnal desires that Satan uses to tempt our first parents and the Lord Jesus in 

the wilderness: “For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world” (1 John 2:16).  

 
• The desire of the flesh: the tree was good for food.   
 
• The desire of the eyes: the tree was a delight to the eyes.   
 
• The pride of life: the ambition to equality in knowledge and wisdom with God—

to make one wise.   
 

d. Was Adam present with Eve all this while?  1 Tim 2:14, “Adam was not deceived, but the 
woman was deceived and became a transgressor.”   

 
e. Adam was deceived later by his wife, perhaps, because he saw that she had eaten the 

forbidden tree and apparently had suffered no consequence and ill effect, she did 
not die. 

 
f. Obedience is the manifestation of true love and not fear of punishment: “If you love 

me, you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 
 
g. The immediate effects of sin are a sense of shame⎯”the eyes of both were opened, and 

they knew that they were naked,” and mistrust of and fear of judgment from God⎯”the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God.”   

 
h. Worship and communion with the heavenly Father is no longer their highest delight.   

 
 
Conclusion  
• Temptation is always associated entirely with doubt of God’s Word.  Believed the devil’s 

word rather than God’s Word.   
 
• The devil’s message: Be your own boss, live your own life, become your own independent 

self.  But they became slaves to sin and to the devil: “… you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
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in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Eph 2:1b-2). 

 
• Believing in God’s Word is not a blind faith, i.e., believing without reasoning.   
 
• God loves to listen to Job’s argument: “Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you 

make it known to me” (Job 38:3).  
 
• But when we cannot find the answer or God does not answer us according to what we 

expected, we must be like the prophet Habakkuk, “Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor 
fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the 
fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my 
salvation”  (Hab 3:17,18).   


