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“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Habakkuk 2:20)

WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD
Prelude (Piano)
Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).
Congregational readings are in bold.

GOD CALLS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
The Greeting of God
The Call to Worship: Psalm 27:4
One thing have I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to inquire in his temple.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL
Opening Prayer
Hymn of Praise: Trinity Hymnal 376, “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
1

Open now thy gates of beauty,
Zion, let me enter there,
where my soul in joyful duty
waits for him who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
filled with solace, light, and grace!

2

Lord, my God, I come before thee,
come thou also unto me;
where we find thee and adore thee,
there a heav'n on earth must be.
To my heart, O enter thou,
let it be thy temple now!

2

3

Here thy praise is gladly chanted,
here thy seed is duly sown;
let my soul, where it is planted,
bring forth precious sheaves alone,
so that all I hear may be
fruitful unto life in me.

4

Thou my faith increase and quicken,
let me keep thy gift divine,
howsoe'er temptations thicken;
may thy Word still o'er me shine
as my guiding star through life,
as my comfort in all strife.

5

Speak, O God, and I will hear thee,
let thy will be done indeed;
may I undisturbed draw near thee
while thou dost thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows,
here is balm for all our woes.
GOD RENEWS US IN HIS SON

Call to Repentance: Matthew 5:33-37
33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not
take an oath at all, either by heaven, for tit is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do
not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let
what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.
Silent Prayer of Confession
Prayer for Forgiveness
Promise of Forgiveness and Assurance: Colossians 2:13-15
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he
set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put
them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

3

GOD FEEDS US WITH HIS WORD
Reading of the Word of God: Acts 5:17-42
17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles and put them in the
public prison. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors
and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the
people all the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the
temple at daybreak and began to teach.
Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called
together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison to
have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the
prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and
the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no one
inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these
words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to.
25 And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are
standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain with the
officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being
stoned by the people.
27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the
high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring
this man's blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey
God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by
hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these
things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”
33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all
the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And
he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men.
36 For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number
of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him
were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the
days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished,
and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep
away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of
man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You
might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, 40 and when they had

4

called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of
Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the
temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that the
Christ is Jesus.
Prayer for Illumination
Preaching of the Word of God: “Counted as Worthy”
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
A Prayer of Response
Thanksgiving
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church
The Republic of Singapore
The Holy Church of Jesus Christ
The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Amen.
Hymn of Consecration: Trinity Hymnal 264, “Jesus, Keep Me near the Cross”
1

Jesus, keep me near the cross,
there a precious fountain;
free to all, a healing stream,
flows from Calv'ry's mountain.
Refrain:
In the cross, in the cross
be my glory ever,
till my ransomed soul shall find
rest beyond the river.

2

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
love and mercy found me;
there the Bright and Morning Star
shed His beams around me.

5

3

Near the cross! O lamb of God,
bring its scenes before me;
help me walk from day to day
with its shadow o'er me.

4

Near the cross! I'll watch and wait,
hoping, trusting ever;
till I reach the golden strand
just beyond the river.
GOD SENDS US OFF WITH HIS BLESSINGS

Benediction
Postlude (Piano)
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Sermon Outline
COUNTED AS WORTHY Acts 5:17-42
Since God leads His church for His mission, we are counted as worthy in Christ
Jesus' name following His ways.
1. God intervening for His Church (vv. 17- 26)

2. God reaching out to His enemies (vv. 27 – 32)

3. God counting His People worthy (vv. 33-42)
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