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A household for our triune God,
where each member shines forth His holy, life-giving presence.
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THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2020
9.30 AM

“But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Habakkuk 2:20)

WE PREPARE TO MEET WITH GOD
Preparatory Devotion & Prelude
Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV).
Congregational readings are in bold.

GOD CALLS US INTO HIS PRESENCE
The Greeting of God
The Call to Worship: Psalms 29:1-2
1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendour of holiness.
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL
Opening Prayer
Responsive Reading of the Word of God: Psalms 84
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty!
My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young―
a place near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.
Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.
As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs;
the autumn rains also cover it with pools.
They go from strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion.
Hear my prayer, O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob.
Look upon our shield, O God; look with favour on your anointed one.
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favour and honour;
no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.
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GOD RENEWS US IN HIS SON
Call to Repentance: Matthew 6:5-6
5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
Silent Prayer of Confession
Prayer for Forgiveness
Promise of Forgiveness and Assurance: 1 John 2:1-2
1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the
whole world.
GOD FEEDS US WITH HIS WORD
Reading of the Word of God: Acts 10:1-33
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as
the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms
generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of
the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him,
“Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he
said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God.
5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is
lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who
spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from
among those who attended him, 8 and having related everything to them, he sent
them to Joppa.
9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went
up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and
wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and
saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let
down by its four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and
reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and
eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is
common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What
God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the
thing was taken up at once to heaven.
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17 Now

while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen
might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for
Simon’s house, stood at the gate 18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was
called Peter was lodging there. 19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the
Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and
accompany them without hesitation, for I have sent them.” 21 And Peter went down
to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your
coming?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing
man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel
to send for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he
invited them in to be his guests.
The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from
Joppa accompanied him. 24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea.
Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends.
25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped
him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” 27 And as he
talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 28 And he said to
them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person
common or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then
why you sent for me.”
30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house
at the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said,
‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before
God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging
in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you
have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of
God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”
Prayer for Illumination
Preaching of the Word of God: “So Devoted?”
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
A Prayer of Response
Thanksgiving
Providence Reformed Presbyterian Church
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The Lord’s Prayer (Unison): Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
Responsive Reading of the Word of God: Psalms 113
Praise the LORD.
Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.
Let the name of the LORD be praised, both now and forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to the place where it is sets,
the name of the LORD is to be praised.
The LORD is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens.
Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high,
who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
he seats them with princes, with the princes of their people.
He settles the barren woman in her home as a happy mother of children.
Praise the LORD.
“He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble,
I will deliver him and honor him.
“With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
GOD SENDS US OFF WITH HIS BLESSINGS
Benediction
Postlude
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Sermon Outline
So Devoted? Acts 10:1-33
Main point: Since God has revealed Christ’s rescue plan, we must devote our
lives to fulfil His purpose for us.
I.

The devotion to continuous prayers sheds more light. (1-8)

II.

The gospel challenges our devotion. (9-22)

III.

The devout are led together to fulfil His rescue purpose. (23-33)
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