COURAGEOUS
FAITH
BY ONG KENG HO

Among the many criticisms levelled at Christians is
that they are timid and afraid of taking risks. Those
that do step out of their comfort zones are the
exceptions. Their faith is but a crutch. And their
reliance on God supposedly strips them of courage
and passion. Obviously these critics are either
unschooled in the Bible, or to our shame, have
witnessed little of Christian courage and sacrifice.
How can David be said to be timid when the young
man rushed up to face the battle clad, giant of a
man, Goliath? How can young David be said to lack
passion when he took his sling and stone and went
to battle in the name of the living God, whom
Goliath blasphemed? The odds were heavily stacked
against David.
But David was clear about what he had to do for
God. It was not an empty, feely type of passion.
David was not just courageous for the sake of being
courageous. He was courageous for what he was
convicted to do. And David went in that courage of
faith. It is that faith in the Lord who delivered him
from the lion and the bear. And it delivered him
from the evil Philistine who stood in the way of God.
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Having been saved by grace, the
Christian life is much more than a
contemplative wait to heaven. It is a
call to battle and action.

The narrative of David’s triumph over
Goliath is about God’s victory over His
enemies. The faith champion is David but
the victory is of God. The living God used a
strapping faithful youth to accomplish His
purpose against seemingly heavy odds.
Courage is, in fact, one of the most
important Christian virtues. Scripture
repeatedly calls us to courage. But it is a
courage rooted not in ourselves but in our
understanding that the Lord is with us.
Deuteronomy 31:6 states: “Be strong and
courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of
them, for it is the LORD your God who
goes with you. He will not leave you or
forsake you.” Courage and sacrifice are
inextricably linked to faith. Hebrews 11
pictures to us the sacrifice and courage of
faith against unbelievably difficult
opposition. The Psalmist in 27:14, 31:24
shows how that courageous faith is rooted
in waiting on the Lord.
Having been saved by grace, the Christian
life is much more than a contemplative
wait to heaven. It is a call to battle and
action. God gave Joshua an assignment
even as he called him to be strong and
courageous. Every assignment comes with
God-given courage. Make disciples of all
nations (Matt. 28:18–20). Stand up in bold
obedience to do the good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should
walk in them. (Eph 2:10)
Sadly, however, the church has not always
been faithful to this call. Part of the
problem is fear for oneself. The church is
sometimes afraid to do God’s will because

Be strong,
and let your heart take courage,
all you who wait on the LORD!
Psalm 31:24

we fear the consequences. As a result, we
are frozen and unwilling to act. It is OK to
fear. To be courageous requires us first to
be afraid. Courage is to do what we are
afraid to do.
As believers, we should be encouraged to
do what is right despite our fear because
of the Lord’s presence with us. And the
Bible is clear that the Lord is present with
His church by means of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is with His people to give
them courage. Therefore, the question for
us is whether we will do what is right even
when we are afraid. Let us not look to
ourselves for courage. But let us trust in
God. Our critics do not know what true
courage is. To them it is a careless leap
into the unknown.
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