19 JULY, 2020

THE PEACE OF CHRIST,
OUR REFEREE
By Ong Keng Ho

And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were
called in one body. And be
thankful. Colossians 3:15

Notwithstanding having been converted by the grace of God, the harsh
reality is the church is far from perfect on this side of heaven. She struggles
to maintain the unity of the body of Christ with much human weakness and
sin.
Nowhere is this better seen than in Colossians 3. In brutal honesty, Paul
exposes how capable believers are of disruptive behavior of impurity, anger,
slander, complaint and unforgiveness (3:13). Unchecked, disputes, divisions,
disagreements and discord in the church will break in. This sinning against
one another is a very real threat to the unity and tranquillity of the body for
which Christ died. This is why Paul inserts this crucial word of counsel. "And
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body" (3:15a).
Our ACM will be held next Lord's Day. Hence, Paul's exhortation is good
reminder to you and I. Differences are natural and there is no sin in being

THIS PEACE IS
THE LEGACY
OF CHRIST

different from one another. But as redeemed sinners, Paul expects us to
handle our differences with the peace of Christ in mind.
This is an oft-cited passage when we are considering the topic of personal
decision-making. We often hear believers say that they chose to do
something because "God gave me a peace about it." This may well be
legitimate, but it is not what Paul is addressing here. The "peace of Christ"
described here in 3:15 is that which belongs to those "called in one body".
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Paul earlier stated that Christ made "peace by the blood of his cross" (Col. 1:20). Christ had removed the
enmity of God toward sinners. And as a result he established a relationship of peace, tranquillity, harmony,
love, and fellowship not only between God and the Christian but also within the community of believers.
This peace is a legacy of Christ. It is the peace that Jesus handed down to us in John 14:27, when he said,
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you". It is the peace of

reconciliation. It is in the realm of the

"one body" (3:15b), the church, where this "peace of Christ" resides and comes to effect with authority and
bliss.
Paul is here saying to them as well as to us that whatever we do and say corporately we must give
consideration "in our hearts" to what will preserve and promote the peace that Christ died to achieve. He
called us to "let the peace of Christ rule" in our hearts. Or allow the peace of Christ to rule or literally to
umpire or be the referee of the conflict of motives or impulses in our hearts. "Rule" is a term used in
sports to refer to umpiring. Let this peace referee all our corporate decision-making.

CHRIST HAD REMOVED THE ENMITY OF GOD
TOWARD SINNERS. AND AS A RESULT HE
ESTABLISHED A RELATIONSHIP OF PEACE,
TRANQUILLITY, HARMONY, LOVE, AND FELLOWSHIP
NOT ONLY BETWEEN GOD AND THE CHRISTIAN BUT
ALSO WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS.

Sam Storm breaks down Paul's point to this: "In making your decisions, in choosing between alternatives, in
settling conflicts of will, a concern to preserve the inward and communal peace that Christ gave and gives
should be your controlling principle." He goes on further to elaborate that "a decisive factor in how you
should conduct yourselves in relation one to another is whether or not the peace that Christ died to achieve
and impart is preserved and promoted. When you are faced with tensions and potentially divisive decisions in
the community of faith, give strong consideration to what will most effectively sustain the 'peace of Christ'".
However Paul is not suggesting here that peace overrides truth. Or that we should compromise the
fundamental truths of Christian faith for the sake of peace. But in a body that is united in theological creed
and confession, Ephesians 4:3 calls Christians to be "eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace." "Eager" is to spare no effort, make it a priority, be urgent about it, make haste. Peace has a bonding
effect. It is that which enables us to get along and support and sustain one another. Thus, "the bond of peace"
in the church assures us of that unity which the Spirit has created among us. But we must be diligently
committed to preserving it.
May the Spirit that brought Jesus from the dead give us humility, discernment and wisdom.

