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It is not that God turns from us, but that we run from him.
Sin tends to isolate the believer, making him feel distant from God.
Kelly Kapic
When God asked Adam: “Where are you?” (Gen 3:9) during His walk in the Garden, it was
an odd question. Why? It’s not as if God didn’t know exactly where Adam and Eve were.
God knows everything including where we are and how we are.
Any time God asks a question, He is not looking for information. He asked because He
was giving Adam the opportunity to come to Him. Meanwhile, Adam and Eve were hiding
when they heard the Lord’s footsteps. They knew they had sinned grievously. They had
disobeyed God. They ate from the banned tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The
Devil succeeded in causing them to rebel in disobedience against the Lord. Immediately
after they sinned, they felt guilt, shame, and fear.
Adam’s fear of the Lord was a negative fear that drove him away from the Lord. He was
too ashamed to meet the Lord. He ran away, hid and isolated himself thinking the Lord
cannot see him. But thankfully, although in weakness and failure, he came out of his
hiding. He responded to the seeking Lord. He confessed his sin and found his way back.
But there are many who don’t do likewise. They go further and further away into hiding
and covering up.
But how different is Abraham’s response when Lord called out to him in a similar way
(Gen 22:1,11). "Abraham, Abraham!" And his response was, "Here am I." It was a reply
coming from a man who feared God (Gen 22:12).
That affirmative answer was followed by that incredible desire to worship God with
whatever it took. It was communion with God at a price. His positive righteous fear is
rooted in faith and trust in his Father. It is a godly fear that humbled him to radical
obedience, come what may. It desired to hear God’s voice above all others even when
he could not understand what God was doing. “It’s ours to obey and His to provide.” No
wonder McLaren said, “…it was Abraham’s faith even more than his love that was tested”.
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“Fear of God is not about neglecting family and
the obligations of ordinary life…
It is about crucifying idols.”

If you recall, it was Abraham’s dream to have his own son. Yet what he was told to do
was that he himself was to destroy that very dream. We can only imagine what crossed
his mind as he trudged up the hill with Isaac and his servants. Fear of God is not about
neglecting family and the obligations of ordinary life. This is so often used in minimising
sacrificial Christian service and in going the extra mile. It is about crucifying idols.
Every morning when the Lord comes into His garden and asked: “Where are you”, my
child, how do you respond? Is it, “Here am I”, or, are you hiding from His seeking
presence with a list of reasons? If you do, don’t forget the next question the Lord asked
Adam, “Who told you [this]” Gen 3:11.
The fear of God comes right down to hearing, honouring, and obeying God’s voice by His
grace and enabling. And in faith and trust, we do what He says, come what may. There
are two responses to the fear of the Lord, either sinful avoidance of Him or in radical
humble obedience.
So, where are you?

